- DPABY FARMING

NOVEL WRITING-

COMBINED /¥, MODERN DICKENS.

ABY farming and
and novel writ-
(g are not usu-
aily associated,

wut one of Eng-

and’'s most pop-

ular novelists

fias gone iato

bis ness as the infants’ friend, and

fie ar more proud of the suc-
)t his baby farm than he is
of e popularity of his books.
i Prit Ridge. one of England’s

7 sopu'ar writers. He has beén
the “Modern Dickens,” and

in the title,

i c Is some Justice
f 10 one since Dickens has por-
{ 1 s0 ipathetically and un-
tanding the English lower
¢ His~East End tvpes are
a!most elassics, and the fact that
he aiwavs sces and makes his
reader see the humor of his char-
acters and situations does not pre-

vent him from seeing and feeling
the pathos.

It was this quality of sympathy
which induced Pett Ridge to be-
come a baby farmer. HKis favorite
amusement is rambling about the
East End of London. At first he
began to ramble in search of types,
but he

among the poor because he loved

soon began i{o ramble

them and sympathized with them,
and he soon began to realize the
tragedy of paverty which is being
plaved day after day in hundreds

of mean streets. Abceve all, the
plight of the children appealed to
him. He saw the little babies suf-

4

fering anZ dying from starvgtion

and malnatrition. Sheer poverly
in mdst cases was responsible, and
the

whose only

In some cases ignorance of

the mothers training
for motherhood was in the streets

or the factories, and the wors! of
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at ot
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n binson I, head of
! S came to Cincin-
1 fi. Ife had been a blacksmith
1 N. } ind had gotten to
B € ittle Mmone) In 1824 he
gtarted ti =t of the famous cir-
S f went to Cincinnati
&nd te the corner of Sevent!
angd treets, where n later
yea old “Robiuson homs
1 1 ! 1 f John Robinso
Rouirson 1I1. and th»

noy = with the last named
in ¢ nting
the Robinsons have been a de-
To perpetuate the
itobinson’, was the am-
J he first, and. egual
i his wart, was the
he hoped wouid
vs on earth.
1 ¢ the older tobin-
th, had taken hold There-

upon ithe term of John Robinson il,
how ecal the *“goyernor,” had be-
gun. ideas of the founder of

the family I importance and
fame are shown forth In his monu-
ment in Spring Grove. it is one of
the | biggest and costliest monuments
in that heautiful buria! ground. and
cost. $40,000. That monument and his
circus business John Robinson [ de-
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the prison guard

oner, and from

means of knocks on the wal

ed Acciarito that his mistress had had
a son, and that they were dving of
hunger To support this monstrous
and untrue story, letters were sent to
him, purpo-ting to be from the wom
an, with the same story. Yoo

love for her was the bhest ol

litm, and in his agonyv at supposed

and

candition he at ones gave way
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sired to be his lasting memorial in

this world John IT has the same
1 2 of 1t > and perpetu-
ation of th Robinson’
firmi implant him In earil

fe he met the beautiful Caroline

Heyward while his circus showed in
Her grandfather was
one of the signers of the Declaration

of Independence, and she came of an

South Carolina

old family so wedded to the South
that they on one occasion gave their
silverware to be molded into bullets

in a skirmish between the Southern
and Northern trsops near their farm
When Miss Caroline for a visit
te New York. John Robinson IT was
married to her there in an Episcopal

went

church situated at the corner of Elev-
enth sireet and Broadway She aided
her husband in building up the eircus.
In the early davs she aided in making
the costumes. was
woman of domestic
John Robinson 17
farm in Terr

She

sentially a
tasteg n 1886
bought the Biggs
ace Park, and the circus

later wintered at that place, as it
has done until today. 'nder John
Rcebinson II the business prospered

and attained to the grandeur of the
dreams of the founder of the family.
John Robinson 23 lost his first wife
in 1887. Her three surviving children—
John Robinson 3d, Mrs. Pearl Larkin,
and Mrs. Caddie Stevens—are the
parties to the sult which has brought
the family into wide notice just now.
John Robinson 34 began to aia his
father in the circus business when
seventeen years of age. Together the
father and son mappéd out the yolicy
of the show The marriages of all
three of the Q‘.mldren were romantie.

it all was that there was no Lo
pitcl where such cases could b
tresicd.  Starving babies are no
hospita! cases, and the diseasrs
incident to continued starvation
end malnutrition usualiy come too
late to enable the hospital to d

them any good.

s
So Pett Ridge started his ba
farm it ig calei the *“Home
Litlie Bick Bables and it is situated

on the vpper flvors of a house in Hai

man street—a mean street of Hoxton

one of the poorest districtg In-Kas
Londoen The house itse!f Ig one of
those which was once the home of 8
respectable middle-class famly.

class that has long deserted Hoxtor
and a little paint and much seoap and

W &F sOH0N made it

cheer] and

ibilable, . On the ground floor is the

Medical Mission of thes Cood SBhepherd

where the poor mo'h-'s bring thelr
babies for free medical advice, and
if the case s suitable for the Jome
and there ig a vacant cot, the oator

sends it

Pett Ridge earned the funds
equipment of the and
a year by a special Ie

upstairs,

home,

run it for

turing tour which he undertook, and
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Feb-
have as-
which
the home,

vas opened last

few of his friends

cots, of

CW a dozen 1

and the are always full Some of
e bables stay nly three weeks—
1 minimum peériod-but some sSlay
mu longer baby boy was left
I ireless wother to the tender
mer of a gin-drinking old grand-
mother ind when he entered the
V.oxr the doctor declared that he

would npnot live through the night.
Georgi the baby. found the home

i, however, and changed his mind,

a fine, fat. healthy child

hear rending to walk through
the war re a dozen little
pink draped Arranged round a
souple of cheerful ro d each one

contains a baby-

Veazened old faces and hands so

very cari

hood.

tiny and fragile that one is almost

afraid to touch thém are the rule. A

supplied the

names ol severa

Later, however, he

confession a

his accomplices,

retractea his

could be proved against the

Public indignation was at white
heat when the facts became public,
ind  socialism and even anarchisn
nads enormous strides Notwith

has taken ten ye

tanding this, it

.. OF Robinson

John Robinson 24 was married to
I.eonora Smith, a daughter of Amor
Smith, former mayor of Cincinnat
and now surveyor of custom< at this
port, dud from thls male line comes
the Ffourthh of the line, little John
Robinson 4th, Miss Pearl married a
barebacl” rider at Mitchell, Ind.

Miss Ceddie married Attorney

Horace Stevens,

in m2omory of his dead wife and a
daughter, Kate, who died unmarried,
“Governor” Robinson bullt In Terrace
Park e beautiful stone church For
eleven years the various marriages of
hig children added the only romance
to the story of John Robinson Zd.

About a year and a half ago there
came into the family, to nurse John
Robinson 2d, a Miss Mary Maud Lo-
gan. Again the heart of the
magnate warmed to thouglits of love,
and the upshot, at Clarksville, Tenn.,
wags his wedding to Miss Logan. This
wedding revealed in a way another in-
terest in John Rabinson ‘s life, for
a Mt, Auburn woman went to Clurks-

circus

vi le. She wasg for yvears a costumer
for the show, and she claimed that

she entertained for John Robinson 2d
a very great regard. She was not al-
lowed to see John Robinson 24, how-

ever, but returned to her home in
Cinecinnati. She has retained attor-
neys. John Robinson 2d has large

holdings in the United States Playing
Card Company, and United States
Printing Company. He owns the John
Robinsan Circus and the Robinson's
Opera house, and has valuable real
estate Loldings about Cincinnati, out-
side of his Terrace Park farm. Hes is
sixty-six years of age.

bring these cfficials to justice. After
! this time the public cares little
1 wi the responsibility Hes: whai

ey demand is that no such thin

all happen again, and that the whole
prison system chall he changed And
st I it of defense of

OEE a somewhat

ngt delay between the arrest of =
person for a serious crime, and his
trial They argue that if he is.tried
at ¢ passions aroused, that
the jurors and even the judge can-
not argue serenely, and that justice
is more apt to go astray.
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s

No Such Thing as Bail.

This keeping prisoners for years b
fore trying them is doubly cruel
Italy, for the reason that there is no
such thing as bail for criminal of-

fenses. If they can afford it, alievia-

tions in foods and comforts are aliow-
ed from outside.™ If they are poor, so

much the worse for them. Thus, an

mneeent man's affairs may go to ab-

solute ruln, and his wife and family be

uron th
vet he hg
son that

street and public char-
This is the

and guilty
at once take to coveér on the least hint
of danger. To be taken is
py car. bide for a while,
cence may be proved while they are at

cast
i no redress.

both

innocent

fatal; 1f
their inno-

th

Hberty.

Another ancient erime  just now
judged and coneluded, and whish 11-
lustrates this point, is trat of the
murder of Baron Saporito, brother of
the well-known Eicillan Geputy, who
has been the head of so many parlia-
mentary eammissions to inquire
the Camorra and doubtfu! doings iIn
the South. Deputy Saporito was the
chief cause of bringing former Min-
ister Nasl to trial, and has always be-
lieved that the latter had a moral in-
fluence in the murder of his brother.
The latter was murdered seven and a

half years ago, S0 that the accused

into
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vosy baby is a distinet surprise. But
bables been a few
weeks In the home there Is a wonder-
ful change. Gooed pure milk and plenty
of it I8 almost the only medicine and
its effect is amazing. Babies which
Inpgked like when they
s ntered go out looking like what they
really are, normal, healthy infants
Although the home is on safe, fin-
anecial ground for a year, its future Ia
not assured. Pett Ridge is not a rich
man, and he earnot afford to maintain
it alome, and at any rate it ought to
nave accommodation for ten times as
receive now

viien the have

centenarians

many bhabies as it can
Some of his friends have helped. There
is & eot called after Somerset Maugh-
am, the playwright, who has endow-
ed it, another known as the “"Alfred
Sutro cot,” and a third in the name
of E. F. Benson, the novelist. A fourth
cot was
friends of the late G

endowed by some of the

W. Stevens, the

war correspondent, and bears bis
name. It ecosts 870 to endow a cot and

suLport it for a year.

Pett Ridge is cnaracteristically mod-
est about his work. He prefers to give
al! the credit to Dr. Simpson, and the
ladies who were running the mission

be innocent, have

men,

now yroved tc
been seven years in prison turning, in

time,

into

that
men

from
middle
no way of

comparatively young
There is
revenging

ged ones,

regaining or
those lost precious years,
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Still Awaiting Trial.

The now

"

W

famous Cifarieilo

trial exhibited Italian justice in = new

Filippo

light, while retaining the features of
the old While three years have
passeC since this Neapolitan sculptor

murdered his wife in a fit of jealousy,
he i3 yet unjudged for the prime rea-
instituted
this spring, it was counsidered that the
jurors were sympa-
with the judge
was not above suspicion, and the pub-
lic not only made no secret of its opin-
fon, but frequently took a hand in the
proceedings. At last even this accom-
modating judge's jatience found its
limit,, and the tri:1 has been post-
poned, perhaps for years, anvway for
months, and when it comes on agaln

son that while a trial was

altogether too

thetic the prisoner,
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it will take place in the north, at
Bologna or Turin, where the prisoner
is rot known, and where the public
does not care one way or the other.
The juro:s were furlous at this, call-
ing it &« “miscarriage of justice.” In-
cidentally, they objected to being de-
prived of what was really to them a
scene “as good as a play,” In which
they had the proud satisfaction of be-
ing prominent actors. *It is useless to
change! Go where you will all over
Ttaly, Cifariello will not find a jury

which will not acquit him with its
e~es shut,” one enraged juror de-
clared.

A characteristic case shows another
phase of Itallan law—that is, that even
tho confessed guilt of a prisoner does
not hurry his trial A certain Casale
murdered an elderly man of good
means, in 1895, in Perugia, and, when
arrested shortly after, confessed hils
guilt. Notwithstanding that he has
just been placed on trial. Of coursse,
in such a case the lawyers for the de-
fense seek every excuse to put off the
trial. Their client is sure to be given
loang years of prison, but the time
spent in prison refore the trial is de-
ducted from tho sentence. Before
irial, however, he is allowed certain

of the Gond Shepherd b COly=
celved the ldea of adding the home to
its activities. In fact,” modesty is one
of Pett Ridge's most distinguishing
characteristics He refuses to talk
about himself and when asked to do
s¢ he replies by telling funny stories,
for he is one of those rare humorisie
whose cornversation 18 as funny as his
hooks., His rather short, stout figure,
ilwayvs in a blue serge sull, and a
hlue tie with white spots, is 2 fa-
niliar one in many au alley ic the
iast End., where even the police dp
not care to go, and he has never met
with any harm, for even the most
hardened of the residents of these
places realize that he is thelr friend.
Although he has such an encyclo-
zedic knowledge of London, Pett
lidge Is not a cockney born. He was
near Canterbury, and did not
to London until he was mors
than twenty years cld. He began life
28 a clerk In a rallway office and be-
gan to write for amusement Editors
=oon found him out and now his work
has a vogue which is surpassed by
that of few Englieh writers.
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come

A cross man may be worth at ileast
a dollar a day more if he would be=
come good-natured.—Atchison Globe.

m;ha?arAFC%z&

privileges, such as seeing his family
reading, writing, better
food and lodging, so he desires nat-
urally to prolong the period as iong
as possible

and friends,

w »
He Was Quite Content.

Casale expects to spend the next
thirty years at least In prison, and
now that his trial has finally come, it
will probably prove a not unwelcome
break in the monotony of his davse
This same Casale has lataly passed his
lelsure In prison writing a play which
was reported to have been accepted by
Eleanora Duse. This was later dis-
covered to be mere invention, and the
confessed murderer i now writing his
prison experiences.

Thus, the only persons who gain by
the extraordinary dilatorinese of the
Itallan law ars the assured criminals,
and it bears hardest of all on the Inno~
cent. Public opinion in the peninsalan
is perfectly unanimous i{n demanding
that there should be & thorough over-
hauling of the procedure of the law.
The law itself is of the highest order,
and the judges and responsible author-
ities in their greal majorfty are ani~
mated only by an honest desire to sea
it carried out, but the jurers cannot
be depended upon., and the public i
often carried away, o that thers is al=
ways delay, and often real miscare
riage of justice.

Page Seven




